
Pilgrimage:- 

 

Kasi  Vishwanath Temple:- The Kashi Visvanath temple stands in its fullest majesty in which is 

enshrined the Jyotirlinga of Shiva, Vishweshwara or Vishwanatha. Here 

gravitate the teeming millions of India to seek benediction and spiritual 

peace by the darshan of this Jyotirlinga which confers liberation from the 

bondages of maya and the inexorable entanglements of the world. A 

simple glimpse of the Jyotirlinga is a soul-cleansing experience that 

transforms life and puts it on the path of knowledge and bhakti. 

Vishweshwara Jyotirlinga has a very special and unique significance in the 

spiritual history of India. Tradition has it that the merits earned by the 

darshan of other jyotirlinga scattered in various parts of India accrue to 

devotee by a single visit to Kashi Vishwanath Temple. Deeply and 

intimately implanted in the Hindu mind, the Kashi Vishwanath Temple has 

been a living embodiment of our timeless cultural traditions and highest 

spiritual values. The Temple in the present shape was built in last half of eighteenth century by Maharani 

Ahilya Bai Holkar of Indore. Later two domes of the Temple were covered by gold donated by Punjab 

Kesari Maharaja Ranjeet Singh.  

Sankatmochan Temple:- Sankat Mochan Hanuman Temple, one of the most sacred temples of Hindu 

god Hanuman, is situated by the Assi river.  The current temple structure was built in early 1900s by the 

educationist and freedom fighter, Pandit Madan Mohan Malviya, the founder Banaras Hindu University. It 

is believed that temple has been built on the very spot where Tulsidas had a vision of Hanuman. Sankat 

Mochan Temple was founded by Tulsidas, the author of the Ramacharitamanasa. Tradition promises that 

regular visitors to the temple will gain special favor of Hanuman. Every Tuesday and Saturday thousands 

of people queue up in front of temple to offer prayers to Lord Hanuman. According to Vedic Astrology, 

Hanuman saves human beings from the anger of the planet Shani (Saturn), and people having an ill-

placed Saturn in their horoscopes especially visit this temple for astrological remedies. This is supposed to 

be the most effective way for appeasing Shani. While it is suggested that Hanuman did not hesitate in 

engulfing in his mouth the sun, the lord of all planets, humbling all the gods and angel, making them 

worship him for Sun's release. Some astrologers believe that worshiping Hanuman can neutralize the ill-

effect of Mangal (Mars) and practically any planet that has ill effect on human life. 

Durga Mandir:-  Durga temple, one of the most important temples in Varanasi, is built in  Naagra style 

of architecture. The temple was constructed during 18th century by a Bengali Maharani. It contains nice, 

intricately done stone carving visible on the walls of this structure. The shape of the temple is made up of 

many small spires (shikhara) conjoined together. The Temple is dedicated to Goddess Durga & is painted 

in red colour with orange tinge (ochre) which correlates it with Durga- the goddess of strength & power. 

Nearby lies a rectangular pond known as Durga Kund. The Kund was connected to the river earlier but 

now it is closed. Thousands of devotees visit the temple during Navratries. 

Tulsi Manas Mandir:- One of the important attractions, Tulsi Manas Mandir is built of white marble. The 

temple is dedicated to Lord Ram and the verses & the pictures, depicting the stories from the famous  

epic Ram Charit Manas, written by Goswami Tulsidas in 16th century, are inscribed on the walls of the 

temple. It has a simple but impressive design. People believed that Ram Charit Manas was written by 

Tulsidas at this site. Models with electronically fitted devices display in motion various important events 

as described in Ram Charit Manas & also those of Krishna Leela on the first floor of the temple, Known as 
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Ram-Krishna Leela garden. There are some celebrations such as  one month fair on Shivratri, Ram 

Navami (seven days fair), Krishna Janmasthtami, Vaishakh Utsav (festival) every third year on Basant 

Panchami. 

Bharat Mata Mandir:- The Bharat Mata temple the temple dedicated to Mother India i.e. Bharat Mata.  

It is located in the Mahatma Gandhi Kashi Vidyapeeth campus. The Bharat Mata temple was built by Babu 

Shiv Prasad Gupt and inaugurated by Mahatma Gandhi in 1936. The statute of Bharat Mata is built in 

marble and is a model of undivided India, depicting the mountains, plains and oceans. The most peculiar 

thing about the Bharat Mata Temple is that instead of the customary gods and goddesses, it houses a 

relief map of India, carved out of marble. 

New Viswanath Temple BHU:- The new Vishwanath temple of Varanasi is located in the premises of 

the Banaras Hindu University (BHU). The 252 feet (77 m) high complex of seven temples, is dedicated to 

lord Shiva and is a replica of the original Vishwanath temple. The temple is built in white marbles, and 

was planned by Madan Mohan Malviya, the founder of the Banaras Hindu University. The most important 

characteristic of the new Vishwanath temple is that it is open to people from all castes and religions. The 

huge campus of New Vishwanath Temple is a delight to the eyes of visitor. The interior has a Siva lingam 

and verses from Hindu scriptures are inscribed on the walls. 

Kabir Math (Kabir Chaura):- Kabir Math is the original seat of Kabir and the global hub as well as the 

headquarter of Kabirpanth, the world wide sect of the great saint Kabir. It is also a vibrant centre of 

critical discourse on the great Bhakti movement. This is the place where Saint Kabir used to live. Many 

buildings have been constructed inside the math campus spreading over a vast area and developed as 

'Kabir's Prakatya Dham'. Lahartara Tal, (Pond) is the place where Kabir was found by a couple (Neeru-

Neema) who brought him up later. Lahartara pond & its vicinity are sacred places that are linked 

inexorably with the saint. This complex is the conglomeration of many buildings such as Lahartara Tal, 

Samadhi Mandir, Kabir's Hut, Kabir Chabutara, Beejak Temple, Kabir's Khadau and many more. The math 

is involved in propagating Kabir's Philosophy through books & other publications, bhajans & bijaks. 

Sarnath:- Sarnath is located 13 kilometres north-east of Varanasi. Sarnath, is the deer park, where 

Gautama Buddha first taught the Dharma, and where the Buddhist Sangha came into existence through 

the enlightenment of Kondanna. Gautama Buddha started teaching not to debate but for the advantage 
of and out of compassion for human beings. He explained the middle way which avoids extremes, the 

Four Noble Truths, and prescribed the Eight-fold path. The Four Noble Truths are: 1. There is suffering; 
2. Suffering has a cause; 3. The cause is removable, and 4. There are ways to remove the causes. So as 

to remove the causes the Buddha prescribed an Eight-fold Path: Right speech, Right action, Right 

livelihood, Right effort, Right mindfulness, Right concentration, Right attitude and Right view.  

Isipatana is mentioned by the Buddha as one of the four places of pilgrimage which his devout followers 

should visit, if they wanted to visit a place for that reason. Sarnath has been developed as a place of 

pilgrimage, both for Buddhists from India and abroad. A number of countries in which Buddhism is a 

major (or the dominant) religion, among them Thailand, Japan, Tibet, Sri Lanka and Myanmar, have 

established temples and monasteries in Sarnath in the style that is typical for the respective country. 

Thus, pilgrims and visitors have the opportunity to experience an overview of Buddhist architecture from 

various cultures. Singhpur, a village one km away from the site, was the birthplace of Shreyansanath, the 

eleventh Tirthankara of Jainism, and a temple dedicated to him, is an important pilgrimage site. Dharmek 

stupa is the main attraction of Sarnath. 
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A Monastic tradition flourished for over 1,500 years on the site of the 

deer park at Sarnath. In the third century BC Ashoka erected a column 

15.24 m in height which had four lions as its capital which is now 

treasured in the archaeology museum. The lion symbolises both 

Ashoka's imperial rule and the kingship of the Buddha. The four-lion 

capital was adopted as the emblem of the modern Indian republic. The 

last and largest monastery constructed before the Muslim invasion was 

Dharma-Chakar-Jina Vihar, erected by Kumardevi, wife of King Govinda Chandra, who ruled over Benares 

during 1114 to 1154. In 1194 AD, Kutubuddin Aibak, the Muslim conqueror, leveled the city to the 

ground. Sarnath became a forest of debris below which the historical ruins remained buried. Of the two 

great stupas which adorned the city only the Dhamekha remained which is of the 6th century.  

 The Dharmekh Stupa stupa at Sarnath marks the spot where the Buddha gave his first sermon after 

attaining enlightenment. First constructed during the reign of Emperor Ashoka (2nd century B.C.) it was 

later rebuilt by the Maryan and Gupta dynasties, attaining its present form in the early 6th century. 

During the colonial period Colonel Cunningham drilled a shaft down the center of the stupa and 

discovered a tablet with the word Dhamekha, which is believed to be a corrupted form of Dharma 

Chakra, meaning "turning the wheel of the law." It coincides with the records of Buddha's first sermon, 

when he "set the wheel of law into motion."  

The present stupa is 31.3 meters tall and 28.3 meters wide. Swastika and lotus wreath designs cover the 

lower portion.  
 

Nepali Temple:- Built in Nepali style by the King of Nepal on Lalita Ghat, it is also known as the 

Kathwala temple because of the magnificent woodwork. Tourist attraction for visitors from all over the 

world, it is said to be incomparable to any other temple in India. It is said that the workers and the wood 

was imported from Nepal to build this temple and the its specialty is that termites do not eat the wood 

used to construct it. 

St. Mary's Church:- Situated in the cantonment area of Varanasi, the architectural peculiarity that 

distinguishes St. Mary's Church from others are its louvered doors and hooded ventilation. It has a low 

tower, spire and projecting portico. The church looks beautiful with its plain timber canopy protecting the 

rectangular fanlight above each doorway and also impresses a major architectural impact. 

 

Prayag:- Allahabad (Prayag) is also called the "Tirth Raj", the king of all pilgrimage centers. There are 

many references to Prayag or Allahabad in Indian epics, Vedas and Puranas. Allahabad stands at the 

confluence of the Ganga and Yamuna (two of India's holiest rivers) and Saraswati River (a mythical river 

which is not visible). Allahabad or Prayag is  famous for Maha Kumbh, which is held every 12 years in 

which crores of people visit this city. The place where river Ganga and river Yamuna meet is called 

Sangam (union). Sangam is the venue of many sacred fairs and rituals, and attracts thousands of 

pilgrims throughout the year. The most important event at Prayag is the Kumbha Mela. Millions of people 

from all over India and the world gather at Prayag to take a holy dip at Sangam. Though Prayag has 

been in existence for ages, the name Allahabad was given by the great Mughal emperor, Akbar. Realizing 

the strategic position of Allahabad, emperor Akbar built a magnificent fort on the banks of the holy 

Sangam. During the British period too, Allahabad remained an important center, which is reflected in the 

remnants of the colonial architecture. Allahabad has remained on the National forefront all the times, 



more importantly, during the Indian independence struggle. Allahabad, with its religious, cultural and 

historical traditions, has produced several renowned scholars, poets, writers, thinkers, statesmen and 

freedom fighters. In addition the other main attractions here are Anand Bhawan, Swaraj Bhawan, , 

Chandrashekher Azad Garden, Allahabad Fort.  

 

Markandey Mahadev- This famous old shiva temple is situated on the meeting point of rivers Ganga & 

Gomati in Kaithi, at a distance 25 KMs from Varanasi on N.H.-29 near to Aurihar railway station. 

Sita Samahit Sthal- The holy place of Sitamarhi is situated about 65 KM from Varanasi , adjacent to 

Varanasi- Allahabad highway (NH-2) the two cities of religious importance.  

The great Indian epic, the Ramayana written by Maharishi Valmiki talks extensively about Lord Rama & 

his consort Maa Sita. Valmikiji very delicately defined the noble character of Maa Sita, her sincerity, 

devotion & sacrifice which made her an ideal woman. Her steadfastness to her beliefs was remarkable 

even though her life was full of pathos, agony and suffering. It was at Sita Marhi where she descended 

into the lap of Mother Earth.  

Vindhyachal Shakti Peeth(Temple):- Vindhyavasini Devi Temple is situated in Vindhyachal, 8 km 

from Mirzapur & about 70 KM from Varanasi, on the banks of the holy river Ganges. It is one of the 

most revered Shaktipeeths of the presiding deity, Vindhyavasini Devi. The temple is visited by large 

number of people daily. Big congregations are held during Navratras in Chaitra (April) and Ashwin 

(October) months. Kajali competitions are held in the month of Jyestha (June). The temple is situated 

just 2 km from the Kali Khoh, an ancient cave temple dedicated to Goddess Kali. 70 km. Vindhyachal 

is a renowned religious city dedicated to Goddess Vindhyavasini. Mythologically goddess Vindhyavasini is 

believed to be the instant bestower of bendiction. There are several temples of other deities in the 

vicinity, the most famous ones being Ashtabhuja Devi Temple and kalikhoh Temple, which constitute the 

Trikona Parikrama (Circumambulation). The Vindhyavasini Devi Temple, the Ashtabhuja temple, 

dedicated to Goddess Mahasaraswati (on a hollock, 3 km from Vindhyavasini temple) and the Kali khoh 

temple, dedicated to Goddess Kali (2 km from Vindhyavasini temple) form the Trikon Parikrama. 

Kushi Nagar- Kushinagar is a much-frequented pilgrimage site for Indian and foreign tourists, and 

temples have been constructed by Indian, Chinese, Sri Lankan, Thai, Burmese, South Korean, Tibetan 

and Japanese Buddhists, alongside the ruins of monasteries and stupas. 

Kushinagar is one of the main four Buddhist pilgrimage sites related to the life of Gautama Buddha. The 

other three are Lumbini, Bodh Gaya, and Sarnath. The two places most frequently visited in Kushinagar 

are the Mahaparinirvana Stupa, which is built on the place of Buddha's Mahaparinirvana (Great Nirvana or 

passing away), and the place of his cremation, which is 1.6 km away. Close to the Mahaparinirvana Stupa 

is located a 1500 year old Buddha-image of the Buddha as he attained Parinirvana. The Mahaparinirvana 

Stupa is surrounded by ruins of ancient monasteries. The Maitreya Project plans to build a 500 ft/152m 

bronze statue of Maitreya Buddha near Kushinagar (previously planned in Bodhgaya). 
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